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 India a land of multi-culture multi religious and multi ethnic origin has its own unique features.  Out constitution considering the social and economic backwardness of certain tribes, has given them certain rights and privileges to bring them up to the main stream.  Yet, most attempts in this direction have failed. The unique nature of the tribes is often neglected.  Each tribe has its on culture, tradition and way of life.  a uniform approach to uplift with out any consideration to the local specialty, would turn the programme to be a failure. Attempts are needed to analyze each tribal at the micro level, to address the development issues unique to them. Hence this is a humble attempt from our side to asses the socio economic status of the tribes in Undayagiri Panchayath. 

A brief History of the Panchayath:

 The entire area was under the rule of the Sri P.R.Ranavarna , (Popularly known as the Alakodu  raja -the king of Alakode region)  who obtained it from Assinar Haji, who in turn had it from Rangachari, a Tamil Brahmin from Madras.  Till 1952, the entire Panchayath remained unexploited under the thick cover.   The only occupants of the area were the tribes who have been living there for centuries.     

The Udayagiri Panchayath was formed on 1st January 1980 as a result of the long and sustained struggle of the Udayagiri Development Council.   The panchayath is located in the   Thaliparampa Thaluk Kannur district, Kerala about 35 kilometers away from the district Head quarters.    It has a total area of 51 .8 Sq.Kilometers.  Its boundaries extend to the Karnataka state in the east and to the near by panchayaths of Alakode in the south and west and Cherupuzha in the north respectively.  

Demographic Features:

The Panchayath has a total population of 19,557 consisting of 9664 Males and 9893 Females[1]. Unlike the rest of the state, it  has a sex ratio in favour of the males. In fact the total sex ratio is 977.  Of the total population, 9.15% of the total population belongs to the Scheduled Tribes. Of the total scheduled tribes, 913   are males and 877 are females. 

Economy: Agriculture forms the backbone of the economy of the Panchayath.  More that 98% of the population depend on agriculture for their lively hood. Rubber, Coconut, pepper, ginger, cash nut, areca nut etc are the major crops cultivated. Since cash crop forms the major share of the agriculture, agricultural price fluctuations affect the stability of the economy.   There is hardly any industry in the Panchayath. Infrastructure development is also in its infancy stage with poor road and road connectivity, non-availability of electric power, telephone services and other basic necessities. The services including the medical services are not in any better position.  

Tribes: 

The social composition of the Udayagiri Panchayath consists Christians, Muslims, and Hindus.  Among the Hindus, there are some tribes the original occupants of the area. There is no second opinion that these tribals the segment that forms the bottom part of the society, What ever may be the criteria used. Hence, this study was undertaken with the objective of assessing the socio-economic status of the tribes in the Panchayath. 

Methodology:

Of the total tribals population, 100 households from the different part of the Panchayath were selected randomly and information was collected using a scheduled questionnaire.  In addition to the personal observation of the interviewer, data were also collected from secondary sources like the Panchayath development report, Kerala Economic review and other reliable documents 100 households from different colonies were interviewed using a scheduled questionnaire. From these 100 households, information on economic and social status of 462 members, (233 males and 229 females) were collected. Appropriate statistical techniques were employed to identify the relations among the variables.

Data Analysis: 

As said above, according to the 1991 census, 9.1 % of the population belongs to the Tribes. They mainly belongs to Karimpala, Mavila and Vettuva and a nominal numbers form Pulaya, Paravan, Velan, and Mannan. These tribes live in 13 colonies spread in the different parts of the Panchayaths and constitute 482 house hold. Of the total tribe population of 1790, 913 are males and 877 are females. Thus, like the rest of the panchayath, the sex ratio among the tribes too is in favour of males.[2]  

As per the development report of the Panchayath-2003, 99 % of the total tribe house hold are included in the BPL category. A vast majority of them are casual laborers, employed by the people of the locality.  Since the economy is agro based, the price fluctuations greatly affect the employment opportunity.  The recent price decline of rubber, areca nut and coconut forced the daily wages to be reduced from Rs. 120 to Rs. 100 and even to Rs. 80 greatly affecting the   economic status of the causal laborers.    

   Educationally, the region has one higher secondary school, one high school, two UP schools and three LP schools. Many of these schools are located in the urban centers of the Panchayath like karthikapuram, manakadavu and udayagiri   that these schools are not easy accessible to those living in the interior parts of the Panchayath.some of the tribals colonies are located around 3 to 4 kilometers far from the LP school and around 6 kilometers from the sole high school and the Higher secondary school in the Panchayath. These facilities are insufficient considering the hilly geographical nature of the region and    insufficient road net works. In the study, the educational statuses of the people were assessed.  Though Kerala claims to be have more than 90% literacy, the illiteracy among the tribes of the Panchayath is even very severe.

 Table 1: Educational Status

Source: Primary data collected by the Research Scholar

Education level

 Male

 % 

 Female

 % 

 Total 

 %

Illiterate

 51

  26.3

 60

  29.13

 111

 27.75

 L P (classes 1-4) 

 29

  14.95

 32

  15.53

 61

 15.25

U P (classes 5-7)

 26

 13.4

 59

 28.64

 85

 21.25

High School (classes 8-10)

 82

 42.3

 46

 22.33

 128

 32.0

PDC or equivalent

 5

 2.58

 8

 3.88

 13

 3.25

Degree

 1

 0.52

 1

 0.49

 2

 0.5

Total

 194

 100

 206

 100

 400

 100

                                    Having 24 % of illiteracy definitely indicate that even the literacy campaign adopted by the government has proved to be insufficient.  Moreover female illiteracy is much more higher than male illiteracy, though both stand close to each other.   Efforts were taken to eradicate adult illiteracy from the Panchayath but with out much result.  The division among the women in schooling status is quite even, while a 42 % of the males have high school education, while those who have LP and UP education, around 10 % of the men flock. 

                           Data on the occupational status were colleted.  It is found that of the total 126 workers, 105 are causal laborers with less than 15 days of work in a month. 11 are skilled laborers like masons and motor drivers. A sex wise classification of the labor force is given below.  

Table: Occupational status

 Male

 %

 Female

 %

 Total

 %

Causal labors

 127

 55

 104

 45

 231

 95.45

Skilled

 11

 100

  ---

 00

 11

 4.46

Unemployed

 Nil

 --

 Nil

 --

 nil

 ---

Source: Primary data collected by the Research Scholar

It is a note worthy factor that there is no chronicle unemployment to be found.  Most of these causal laborers depend on the agricultural and other related works of the region.  Hence, the employment opportunities and the number of days employed in a month depend to a large extend on the agricultural prices and the season.  Of the total labor force, most of them are employed 15 to 20 days in a week.  

The income status of the family was assessed. The major source of the income is the wages earned by the causal laborers. Details of the average income of the family are given below.  

Table 3: Average Monthly income of the Family

Average monthly income

 No of families

 %

Less than 1000

 1

 1

1000-1500

 13

 13

1500-2000

 37

 37

2000-2500

 17

 17

2500 and above

 32

 32

Total

 100

 100

                Source: Primary data

Though 51 % of the family has less than Rs. 2000 per month, the income earning potentiality of the family greatly depends on the size of the family. The average per capita income comes to around 5600, which is well behind the district per capita income of Rs. 20368 and the state per capita income of Rs 21310[3]. Land Possession can be regarded as another indicator of economic well-being.  Details of the area of land possessed by the household are given below. 

Table 4: Land holding by the tribe Household.  

Area(in acres)

 Household

 Percentage

 Cumulative percentage 

Landless

 4

 4

 4

0 - 0.25 

 29

 29

 33

0.25 - 0.50   

 22

 22

 55

0.5 - 1

 26

 26

 81

1-2

 14

 14

 95

2 and above

 5

 2

 100

Source: Primary data collected by the Research Scholar

The% of tribes of the Panchayath has even less than the per capita land holding. The situation has to be viewed keeping in mind that the tribes were living in the area for centuries and Panchayath is   in rural area where the average land holding of the household in the Panchayath is 0.69 acres[4].  

Expenditure: 

The household expenditure indicates the standard of living as well as the economic status of the household. The findings of the survey are given in the table below. 

Table 5.  Monthly expenditure on Food

Sl.No

 Amount in Rs.

 No of household

 Cumulative Percentage

1

 Less than 500

 6

 6

2

 500 to 750

 9

 15

3

 750-1000

 25

 40

4

 1000-1250

 17

 57

5

 1250-1500

 31

 88

6

 Above 1500

 12

 100

                      Source: Primary data collected by the Research Scholar

According to the table, 83 % of the households incur a monthly expenditure of Rs 1500 or less. For food consumption.  The entire households have food three times in a day. Majority of the household consume rice and vegetables or fish.  The vegetable is often cultivated in the back yards or purchased from the shops. Only 10 % of the households have reported to have meat once in two week while 25 % have reported to have meat once in a month. The rest take meat even less than that. The other sources of expenditure are clothing, health, education, religious, and travel

Table 6: Annual expenditure on clothing

Amount per year

 No of households

 %

Less than 500

 17

 17

500-750

 46

 46

750 –1000

 34

 34

1000 and above

 3

 3

Source: Primary data collected by the Research Scholar

Tables 7: Household annual expenditures on health, travel,

                          Education, religious ceremonies and others 

Amount

 Health

 Education

 Travel

 Religion

 Others

Less than 50

 26

 56

 8

 4

 6

50 –100

 11

 27

 44

 56

 73

100-200

 16

 13

  38

 28

 21

200-300

 18

 4

 10

 8

 --

300-500

 21

 --

 --

 4

 --

500 and above

 8

 --

 --

 --

 --

        Source: Primary data.

Income, household expenditure and procession land alone cannot be considered as the factor that determines the status of a family.  The owner ship of the house, the type of the house, the strength of the foundation is considered to assess the poverty of the family.   Based on the ownership, 95 households live in their own house while 5 households live in rented house and one family was found to be home less.  Of the 99 households, 87   has tiled house, 10 has thatched and 2 has concrete roofing.  Regarding the strength of the foundation, 52 households has reported to have weak foundation while only 47 houses were constructed on strong foundation.  

Energy usage   also indicates the standard of living of a household. Of the hundred households, 49 are electrified while, 51 has no electrical connection.  For cooking purposes, only one household is said to have LPG connection, while all other 99 households have reported to be using firewood for cooking. Thus, the tribes lag much behind in the energy consumption and per capita energy intake.  

Availability of drinking water is considered to be another indicator of development.  If household has access to safe drinking water with in 150 meters the household can be considered to be well off.  The availability of safe drinking water is said to be a problem for not only the tribes but even to the general public of the locality.  But most of the households of the general category possess own well and has access to drinking water through out the year.   In the study, it was found that 64   households   have access to drinking water with in 150 meters from their house. 23 households   have drinking water with in 250 to 250 meters and 3-house hold reported to have drinking water with in 250 to 500 meters distance and 10-house hold have access to drinking water above 500 meters.  More over, the ownership status of the drinking water is more crucial than the distance. Of the total 100 household, only 35 have won source of drinking water, mainly on well while 41 households depend on the public water sources like the water supplied by the Panchayath or the public well while, 24 household depend on their neighbors for drinking water. The scarcity of water tend to be a problem to the households who depend on public or neighbors for their drinking water from the month of December to May or till the monsoon begin. Another parameter of development is the possession of sanitary toilets. Of the total 100 households, 66 have sanitary toilets while 34 do not have sanitary toilets. While in Kerala 84.7 % of the rural population has a sanitary toilet[5]. 

Access to health other medical services are another parameter of development. The total medical facility available in the Panchayath is inadequate. There are only one PHC, which has at present the service of a regular doctor, one Government Homeo dispensary and a private hospital. The people of the Panchayath have to travel about 10 kilometers to have access to a hospital, which has basic facilities to meet the medical requirement. In the study, 12 households have reported to be depending on the PHC alone for their medical requirement, while 38 households depend on private hospital for the medical needs while 50 households depend on PHC as well as Private hospital.  A note worthy feature   is that the expenditure incurred for the health care services are very limited and 11 house hold have reported to have no expenditure on medical services in the past 5 years. 37 households has an average annual expenditure of less than Rs 100 for health care services. Details of the expenditure incurred on health are given in table no 7.

Conclusion:

What ever may be the criteria to be adopted for measurement the socio- economic status of tribes in the Udayagiri Panchayath is much below the status of the population of the general segment. There is a long way to go to bring them up to the standard of the main stream.  Constant attention and sustained efforts in this direction are required. Though through the decentralized planning, the Panchayath has been paying greater attention to the need of the tribals, many of the schemes have not been fully and successfully implemented.  Even the schemes implemented, constant follow up actions has not been taken.  Often a part of the amount spend has   diverted to other purposes by he beneficiaries. Clearly changes to uplift tribals must begin at the grassroots level. These changes are the most effective and sustainable because they clearly reflect the needs of the afflicted. Although education for tribals is almost always cited as a major tool for development, education for decision makers is also an essential component. By keeping these factors in mind, the Panchayath can bring the tribes at par to the main stream by the end of the tenth plan by selecting the right strategy, proper implementation of the schemes and adequate follow up. With proper infrastructures and educational establishments, economic, health, literacy, and social problems can be effectively addressed in tribal communities throughout India.
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